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UNODC 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

Ghada Waly 
Executive Director 

Reference: CU 2021/166/DPA/PAB/SPIA 26 April 2021 

Excellency, 

Shortly after taking up my post as Executive Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC) in February 2020, I initiated the development of a medium-term strategy for UNODC, 
covering the period 2021 to 2025. The drafting process was based on extensive consultations with 
Member States, and I wish to express my sincere appreciation for the rich and engaging contributions 
received from many of you. I am pleased to now share with you a printed copy of the Strategy that was 
launched last month. In addition, please find encloseda summary brochure of the document. 

The Strategy outlines UNODC's unique positioning across the United Nations pillars of peace and 
security, development and human rights, and its three-fold role encompassing normative work, research 
and technical assistance in support of Member States. It is built around five thematic areas preventing and countering transnational organized crime, corruption and terrorism, addressing the world drug 
problem and strengthening criminal justice systems within which we identify key outcomes and 

outputs. 

It promotes cross-sectoral and comprehensive solutions through multi-lateral cooperation, a 
people-centred approach and strengthened partnerships, including with United Nations entities, 
international and regional organizations, private sector and civil society. It also recognizes areas where we 

undertake cross-cutting commitments, namely promoting human rights, gender equality and the 
empowerment of women, protection of children and releasing the potential of youth as agents of change. 

As we work on the Strategy's implementation, we will seize opportunities for increased 
efficiency, innovation and partnerships, as well as effective intermal and external communication in 
delivering on our mandates and providing support to Member States, including for recovering better from 
the COViD-19 pandemic. 

I am looking forward to joining hands in implementing the Strategy. Please accept, Excellency, 
the assurances of my highest consideration. 

Her Excellency 
Ms. Morakot Sriswasdi 
Permanent Representative of Thailand 
to the United Nations (Vienna) 
Vienna, Austria 
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